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• DIN, the German Institute for Standardization, is a registered association, founded in 

1917. Its head office is in Berlin. Since 1975 it has been recognized by the German 
government as the national standards body and represents German interests at 
international and European level.  

 
• DIN is a technical and scientific association. The DIN Group is a modern services 

organization dedicated to the creation of technical rules. 
 
• Standardization in Germany is organized by DIN. They have the largest share of the 

work in developing European and International Standards.  
 

• DIN standards are equivalent to British Standards (BS) 
 
 
Designation of DIN standards 
 
 
DIN plus number (e.g. DIN 1470) 
A DIN standard with primarily national significance. 
 
DIN EN plus number (e.g. DIN EN 71) 
DIN EN indicates that the standard is the German edition of a European standard. 
 
DIN EN ISO plus number (e.g. DIN EN ISO 306) 
DIN EN ISO denotes that an ISO standard has been used to prepare a European 
Standard which has been adopted as a DIN standard. 
 
DIN ISO plus number (e.g. DIN ISO 720) 
This is an ISO standard that has been adopted unchanged by DIN. 
 
 
Where can I get a copy of a particular DIN standard? 
 
The 2002 Catalogue of DIN Translations is available. 
Published English translations can be ordered from Beuth Verlag. Orders for typescript 
translations in English, French and Spanish can be placed through the Foreign 
Standardization Service (Fax: +49 30 2601-1801).  
 
E-mail: wolfgang.hagemann@beuth.de  
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